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Grazingland resource allocation and decision making at the national scale need to be based on comparable
metrics. However, in the USA, rangelands and pasturelands have traditionally been assessed using different
methods and indicators. These differences in assessment methods limit the ability to consistently apply land
evaluations to land management
across geographic boundaries and
Figure 1 in areas undergoing land use/land
cover change.
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The Pasture Condition Scoring protocol provides a framework that could be used to formalize management
interpretations based on ecological potential and land use practices that could allow the ecological potential to
be exceeded for some indicators.

We present a Grazingland Assessment Approach that uses the Interpreting Indicators of Rangeland Health
protocol for ecological assessments relative to site potential and a management interpretation protocol that can
be used to target management inputs to where they will have the greatest impact. This improved approach will
provide consistent assessments at the national scale while allowing the information to also be used to guide
management at pasture to watershed scales.
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